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Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

U.S. Application Nos. 09/178,442 and 09/956,021, which were cited in 
parent Application No. 09/665,983, issued as U.S. Patent Nos. 6,525,461 and 6,596,078, 
respectively. Copies of these U.S. patents are not enclosed, since the Patent Office has 



waived the requirement under 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(I) for submitting a copy of each cited 
U.S. patent for applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

All of the remaining documents listed on the Form PTO-1449 were cited in 
the parent Application No. 09/665,983. The Examiner is respectfully directed to the Patent 
and Trademark Office files for review of these documents. See MPEP §609. 

With regard to the article "Metal, (Feb. 1991) 89-93," the Examiner drew a 
line through this citation on the Form PTO-1449 in the parent case. Applicants 
respectfully request consideration of this reference. 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned with the next 
communication from the Office, indicating that such information has been considered. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 
to our below-listed address. 




Attorney for Applicants 
Damond E. Vadnais 
Registration No. 52,310 
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